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Breaking News!

Warmest congratulations to Pinchas
Gutter, seen here with Governor-General
Mary Simon on June 24th, who was
awarded the Order of Canada for his
tireless work in Holocaust Education. A
renowned Holocaust survivor and
dedicated educator, Pinchas is the first
Holocaust survivor to be featured in the
groundbreaking virtual
initiative, Dimensions in Testimony. A dear
friend, Pinchas is a member of the CHES
Advisory Board.

 
 

Words from Chair Mina Cohn

CHES Chair Mina Cohn

As I write, a ceasefire between Israel and Iran has
been declared. For the past 12 days, Israel engaged in a
pre-emptive war with Iran, aiming to destroy its nuclear
capabilities and weapons build-up. While Israel expanded
its assault to include Iran’s oil and gas industry, Iranian
missile attacks targeted innocent civilians in many cities in
Israel and caused much destruction and loss of life. Read
more

IWalk App Launch Affirms Commitment to Holocaust
Education and Combatting Antisemitism

By Mina Cohn and Marilyn Sinclair 

The National Holocaust Monument
(NHM) IWalk App Launch Event, held
on June 12th at the Canadian War
Museum, was a resounding success.
This launch marked the culmination of
2.5 years of dedicated effort between
CHES, Liberation75, and the USC
Shoah Foundation. Read more Overview of audience at the

Canadian War Museum using the
IWalk App

CHES Introduces NHM IWalk App at Holocaust
Education Conference

(L to R): Alyssa Novick and Mina Cohn discuss
Holocaust Education with moderator Millie

Jasper.

By Mina Cohn and Alyssa
Novick

Dr. Kori Street, a board
member of the Organization of
Holocaust Associations (OHA),
invited CHES to deliver a
presentation about the new
National Holocaust Memorial
(NHM) IWalk app at the recent
OHA conference in Toronto.
CHES was honoured to
participate. 
Read more
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Active Upstander, Train the Trainer City of Ottawa
Initiative 

By Esther Schvan,
Member, Through Their Eyes

Over 40 professionals and community
leaders from various sectors
participated in a two-day, in-person
training session entitled Active
Upstander Facilitator Training, the
focus being learning to respond to
hate as a Upstander instead of as a
Bystander. Read more

Participants in the City of Ottawa’s Train the Trainer session.

Nova Exhibit A Profoundly Moving Experience

View of a burnt ambulance near the site of the
Nova festival massacre in southern Israel, Oct.
12, 2023. Photo by Chaim Goldberg/Flash90.

By CHES Member Shirley Siegel

Very early in the morning of May 25th my
husband, Syd Bernstein, and I boarded
the bus that would take us and 22 other
members of the Ottawa Jewish
community to experience the Nova
Festival Exhibit in Toronto. Read more

Walking with Witnesses: Enhancing Holocaust
Education with the IWalk App

By Ian Middleton and Alyssa
Novick
 
On May 2nd, 120 Ashbury students
and eight faculty members visited the
National Holocaust Monument (NHM)
as part of our Holocaust unit. This
meaningful field trip was anchored by
a special address from German
Ambassador Tjorven Bellmann.
Read more

Ashbury students visit the National Holocaust Museum.
Photo by Chris Miedema

Learning Session Promotes Ottawa Stops Hate
Together Campaign

Artur Wilcznski addresses City of Ottawa
staff during Jewish Heritage Month.

By CHES Director Artur Wilczynski

CHES Chair Mina Cohn, Jodi Green from the
JFO, and I attended a learning session for
approximately 40 city staff hosted by the City
of Ottawa. The session was organized in
recognition of Jewish Heritage Month and was
part of CHES’ and JFO’s participation in
the Ottawa Stops Hate Together campaign
that is supported by the Province of Ontario.
Read more

80 Years Ago: WWII Victory and Liberation of
Auschwitz

An attentive audience listens to the panellists.

By Robert Chaloux and Mina Cohn

Known as VE Day, May 8th marks the
formal unconditional surrender of the
Nazis to the Allied Forces in 1945 and
the end of World War II in Europe,
bringing relief and joy to millions who
had endured years of conflict and
hardship. Read more

Remembering Lillian Freiman: A Remarkable “Person
of National Historic Significance”
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Lillian Freiman and her granddaughter, Betsy Rigal

By Betsy Rigal, Lillian’s granddaughter
 
Lillian Freiman was born in Mattawa, Ontario, in 1885 to Moses and Pauline
Bilsky, the fifth of 11 children. She was brought up in a religious home where
her parents participated in many philanthropic undertakings. Read more

World War II and its Lessons for Today

By CHES Chair Mina Cohn
 
On May 7th, CHES was pleased to
participate in a panel discussion marking
80 years since the capitulation of Nazi
Germany in 1945, a pivotal moment that
brought an end to World War II in Europe
and the Shoah. Read more

(L to R) CHES Chair Mina Cohn, Deputy Head of
Mission of the Embassy of Israel Nira Staretz,

and H.E Matthias Lüttenberg

Demand for CHES Speakers Proliferates

By CHES Secretary Marion Silver

The Holocaust is becoming more and
more relegated to the fog of history and
fewer and fewer individuals are aware
of its grim reality. Ontario has taken the
positive initiative of adding mandatory
education on the Holocaust to the
curriculum in Grades 6 and 10.
Read more

Ottawa’s Zikaron BaSalon Expands

Harry Cohn tells his family’s story at Tamara
Taub’s home.

By CHES Chair Mina Cohn

This year, on April 27th and in partnership
with the Embassy of Israel, our Zikaron
BaSalon featured five salons and six
presenters, most of whom are members
of Through Their Eyes (TTE), CHES’ Next
Generation. Read more

Post-Trauma: Erez Tadmor's 'SODA' Explored
Holocaust Survivors' Stories

By CHES Member Shirley Siegel
 
In her opening remarks, CHES Chair
Mina Cohn, pointed out how this
award-winning film focused on the
economic and social realities
Holocaust survivors faced in Israel,
shortly after the country’s formation.
Read more
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To our sponsors, a heartfelt thank you for your support:

﻿Stephen and Gail Victor
John McHale & Renee Levcovitch Foundation

Marian Victor

Estate Donations
Rose Shentow Estate

Sylvia Greenspoon

A Heartfelt Thank You to the 2024 Holocaust Education Month Launch Event
Sponsors

Silver Sponsorship
Gail and Stephen Victor and Family

Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., LL.D. & Michael
Paterson

The Dundi and L. Sachs Family
Foundation

Roger Greenberg and Cindy Feingold   
John McHale & Renee Levcovitch

The Nadolny Family
Urbandale Corporation

Marcia Saipe & Ted Miller

Bronze Sponsorship
Arnon Corporation

Dr. Sandy Ages and Mr. Murray Ages
Culinary Conspiracy 

David Loeb Foundation
Robert Greenberg

Bruce and Heather Linton  
Paramount Property Management Inc.

Chai Sponsorship
Anonymous

Brazeau Seller Law & Yegendorf Rashid LLP
Danny Cantor 

The Clematis Foundation
Fred and Lisa Cogan

Ron and Rona Eisenberg 
Joshua Engel

Len and Barbara Farber
Sam and Susan Firestone

Ariela Heilman 
Janet and Steve Kaiman
Steven and Shelli Kimmel

Brenda and Nathan Levine 
Ellen Osterer

The Properties Group Management Ltd.

The Shabinsky Family Foundation
Jason and Jenny Shinder

Dina Sokoloff 
Lawrence Soloway and Jo-Anne Smith

Irving and Beverly Swedko
John and Sunny Tavel

And a Heartfelt Thanks to Our
Donors

David and Sharon Appotive
George Caplan

Mitchell Bellman and Shelley Crawford
Bernie and Donna Dolansky

Nancy Fortune
Ruth Freiman
Linda Gilbert

Evelyn Greenberg
Lawrence Greenspon

Jacquelin Holzman
Nordau and Roz Kanigsberg

Andrew Katz
Dr. John Kershman and Sabina

Wasserlauf
Stanley and Carol Kershman

Dr. Leslie and Vera Klein
Kathi Kovacs and Irwin Schweitzer

Ruth Miller
 Jack and Diane Nadelle

Gerald and Mary-Belle Pulvermacher
Lloyd Rossman

Charles Schachnow
Morris and Shelly Schachnow

Elaine Shapiro
Zelaine and Sol Shinder

Jacques and Dona Shore
Susan Vered

Dr. Gary and Debra Viner
Carole Zagerman

 

   

Donate now

 
All donations contribute directly to the development and promotion of

Holocaust Education programs and are eligible for a tax receipt.
 

CHES is accepting donations of securities-in-kind.
CHES now offers a Legacy Program.

Please visit the CHES Legacy program for more information.

 

 

Newsletter Editor: CHES Director Sheila
Hurtig Robertson
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